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Regional integration oriented transformations ireth the idea of the Baltic region being a community,
Baltic region, as well as the unified social, econo and - the formation of regulating and self- regulating
technological space formation processes are desdrdmnd mechanisms for Baltic region’s development,
analysed. These processes are comprehended as an - the social, economic and technological integration
important factor of further social, economic and strategies for Baltic region.
technological modernization in the Baltic countries a The basis for the formation of a unified social,

precondition for more intensive and active integmatof  economic, technological space in the Baltic regirthe
Baltic economic systems into the European and ¢lobacomprehension of this region as a whole.
economic and technological structures, as well as a The comprehension of the Baltic region as a whele i
knowledge based society and knowledge economyiarreat based upon the formation and implementation oftipal
factor. economic, and social development regulations, drel t
The arguments determining the idea of the BalticBaltic region as a unified geopolitical, social asdonomic
region community and unity, as well as opposinguargnts ~ System's development strategy preparation and z&isin
are evaluated. The main principles of integrationthe  should be understood as the principle problem efBhltic
Balltic region, as well as the possible integratgirategies  countries’ more intensive and active integratico iBuropean
are analyzed. The unified social, economic andand world structures. The solution of these prolslem
technological space in the Baltic region as a resharea  requiring a deep and complete set of argumentsldcbe
is described. Formation of the unified social, emmic the essential basis to modernize the Baltic coestriheir
and technological space in the Baltic region coldd economic systems and societal structures.

defined as an important precondition for further The comprehension of the Baltic region as a whole
modernization and for more intensive and activeincludes these important problem areas:

integration of the national and regional societahd - the commonality of the Baltic countries and unified
economic systems into the common European and Igloba activity system and the evaluation of the effe€ts o
development processes. these actions,

Formation of this unified space in the Baltic regio - the specific distinguishing features of the cowsiri
could be comprehend as a successful case of thenadg due to their shared problems and integration
integration oriented transformations in the Europea difficulties,

Union: regional integration oriented transformati®n - external and internal effects and environments,
could be defined as an important aspect of theadoci determining their integration prospects and
economic and technological modernization in thedpean limitations,

Union in general, and as an important factor of the - the integration mechanisms and conditions for them
knowledge based society and knowledge economyarreat to surface and spread,

Regional integration oriented transformations ahe t - the mechanisms, and their dynamic possibilities, fo
unified spaces in the Baltic region formation preses more intensive and active integration into European
could be defined as an important and a complicated and world structures by the Baltic region as a vehol
scientific research area. The development of the Baltic region as a wholeiend

The main research priorities in the area of formati  effectiveness, is largely based upon how sensibig@ a
of the unified social, economic and technologigece in  effective these development regulations are, asd #ie
the Baltic region are the following ones: self-regulation mechanisms. Regulating and seléleting

- the preparation of the conception of the Balticioeg mechanism targeting allows the programming and rpilag

as a whole, including preparation and evaluation of of development, and foreseeing the forms of rationa
various system indicators of Baltic region, separate country specializations and their cooperaand

- the complex analysis of the expressions oties with other countries. The basis of these meishzs

centripetal and centrifugal force forming in the could be spread even in the inter-regional inteigrat

Baltic region as a system, processes of the Baltic countries.
- the complex analysis of the arguments The systematic studies of the Baltic region as a
- determining the idea of the Baltic region community geopolitical, economic, technological, social andtural

and unity, whole are very prospective and actual in variougswaward

- the complex analysis of the opposing arguments tithe direction of practical and scientific activity.
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I ntroduction

economy in various regions of the European Unim, a
well as in European Union in general.

Regional integration oriented transformatiomsuld
be described as typical for various regions inEheopean
Union. These transformations could be characteragd

The modern knowledge based society and knowledgéypical for the Baltic region too: it means, thdtet
economy creation is the priority of the developmentPossibilities of the regional political, social,cemmic and

processes in the European Union.

technological integration and the formation of iedf

Knowledge based society and knowledge economysocial, economic and technological space in thetiBal

creation could be defined as aomplex transformation
with the qualitatively new societal life orientedgpities.
It means, thathe transformation processespresenting
the new quality oriented changes in the society iarttie
social economic life are an important part of tloditizal,
social, economic, technological development prazess
the European Union in general.

region could be analyzed as a typical example sgmiting
regional and interregional integration processegainous
regions in the European Union and in Europe in gdne
Regional integration oriented transformations ie th
European Union, including unified spaces formation
oriented transformations in the Baltic region, cbdle
defined as an important precondition for furthevedepment

Of course, transformation processes could be difine Of qualitative new society in the Baltic countries.

as an importanbbject of the scientific research on the
European integration, enlargement of the Europesion)
as well as on the European culture and social, aoan
and political development in Europe.
There are some differentraditional
definitionsof transformation processes.
A popular traditional definitiorof the transformation

and new

Unified spaces formation oriented to transformagion
in the Baltic region could be defined ascomplicated
scientific research areaThe main research priorities in
this area are the following ones: the preparatiérihe
conception of the Baltic region as a whole; the plex
analysis of the arguments determining the ideahef t
Baltic region community and unity, and the complex

or transition processei society describes transformation analysis of the opposing arguments to this idea th
as complex changes from non-democratic system withformation of regulating and self-regulating meclsams,

planning economy into the democratic system wittkata
economy.This definition traditionally is used for the
description of the development processes in thetr@len

the social, economic, technological strategies Baitic
region.
The following material is devoted to these research

and Eastern Europe during the last 15-20 years: thgriorities.

political, social and economic systems in the Gdrdnd

East European countries were transformed into nmoder

democratic open societies and market oriented eni@so
The enlargement of the European Union, the integradf
the Central and East European countries into thiegean
Union and the spread of the NATO into the Eastddd
defined as an especially important result of tarsformation
processes in the Central and Eastern Europe.
At this time, in the enlarged European Union, thisre

a complex process of new transformations reprasgrai

TheBalticregion asthe specific regional system
in the European Union: unity and internal
conflicts

The Baltic region in general, all three Baltic ctiigs
- Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, as well as politicedcial and
economic development processes in this region cbald
defined asan important object of the scientific research
and practice oriented projectsn European integration,

new phase of the political, social, economic moder-€nlargement of the European Union, the changeheén t

nization. The priorities of these transformations #he
further activities of integration processes in tivbole
space of the European Union and the intensive ioreat
the knowledge based society and global market tiken
knowledge economy. It means, thatnew definitionof
transformation processes, especially-
processes in the European Union, could be usethisn
case the transformation processes could be dedcebe
the qualitatively new European society creationented

society, economy and culture in the Central anddtas
Europe, as well as future oriented relations in shstem
“West- East” ( Melnikas, 1997,1998,1999,2002,2004 )
Development processes in the Baltic region could be
defined asan important factor of complex societal

transformatio modernization in the Baltic countries and in then@al

and Eastern Europe in general.
At this time, in the Baltic region , there is a qadex
process of political , economic and social transfion,

to complex changes covering all spheres of politica representing the spread of democratic relationspntation

social, economic life and technological developnierhe
European Union.

towards the priorities of the universal person'stiyoand
also the internationalization of political, economi

An important direction of transformations in the yo.nnojogical, social and cultural developmentwedl as

enlarged European Union an activeinterregional and
internal regional political, social, economic and
technological integration and formation of the uef
social, economic and technological spackhis direction
could be defined asregional integration oriented

the knowledge based society and knowledge economy
creation ( .Kelertas, 2006; Smith, 2005 ).

Changes in the Baltic region represehts typical trends
of the Baltic countries development processesdittimtext of

transformations it represents some activities towards thethe enlargement of the European Union, as wellnathe
creation of knowledge based society and knowledgicontext of the modernization processes in Europgeiteral.
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This context could be defined asw transformations oriented communityexpresses the Baltic region is a system, based
context (Hofbauer, 2003; Lavingne, 1995; Lieven, 1995;0nN several viewpoints: . . _
Brunner, 1995, 2000; Pollert, 1999 ). - as a whole expressing various internal and external

Globalization processes, as well as knowledge based regulation subjects; .
- as people and the group whole expressing and

society creation and the enlargement of the Europea

Union are an important factor of the changes inBhéic
region (Brakman, Garretsen, Marrejwijk, Witteloagtu
2006; Castells, 2005, 2006, 2007; .Badylis, Smit@97;
Heywood, 1997; Hix, 2006; .Huntington, 1998; Jolmso
Turner, 2006; .Lewis, 2002;. McQueen , 2001; Muenkl
2005; .Parker, 2005; Polanyi, 2005; Tomlinson, 2002

Transformation processes in the Baltic countries ar

various. One of the basic directions is connectétl the
Baltic region as a very complegystemfor political,
economic, and social development.

Perspective views toward the Baltic countries sthoul

be connected with the condition, that the transédiom
processes in the Baltic region should occur in estaip
create conditions for the formation af unified social,
economic and technological space in the Balticareegi

Apart from the fact that the Baltic region it yet
unified in technological, economic, and social spbe
there remain proper conditions for the formationthudt
type of space. These conditions allow the questiorthe
Baltic countries be viewed as thosesg$tentdevelopment,
especially because these questions are remarkepigl an
the context of European integration and
development of the enlarged European Union. Atpbist
it is noted, that the more active and intensivethimr
integration of the Baltic countries into the socetonomic
and technological systems of the European Uniensfinead
of NATO into the East, as well as the further intgional
activities and co-operation problems of the Battizintries
with the partners in the global spaces can coctsialy be
solved only when the Baltic region forms a new type
inter-regional integration and co-operation mechtems.

further

implementing various goals and interests;

- as a political, social, economic, or other orgditiral
whole;

- as aformally and informally structured whole;

- as a part of larger geopolitical, economic and rothe
structures;

- as a system having real internal ties, an accuimgylat
social culture, sharing ethnic, historical, paditiand
economic similarities.

The aforementioned views represent the variethef t
Baltic region as a whole, reflecting aspects wtihbw the
regions unity, as well as internal conflicts neagsdor its
development.

Expressons of centripetal and centrifugal force
formingin the Baltic region asa system

In the functioning course of every system, theee taio
types of forces which represent themselves in warforms -
centripetal and centrifugal. This team of forcdlects the two
system development tendencies, supplementing artbeanin
relation to the following aspects:

- the system expresses itself as a unified, constant

and inseparable organism;

- the systems separate parts express themselves,

to a great or lesser degree of freedom, in theectsp
those rules and limits which condition the goa#sks,
and interests of the general system as a whole.
The logic behind reflected conceptions of centipand
centrifugal forces can be used in the evaluatiorpadtical,
social and economic development processes in tlie Bgion.
Assuming that political, social, and economic dgwelent as

The inter-Baltic countries integration cannot be Well as transformation processes, were conditidnetivo

separated from the formation of a unified sociagremic

rather opposing and supplementing tendencies petbteare

and technological space. Comprehending the contplexi conditioned now and will be conditioned in the fatu

and duality of the formation of such space, itxipeslient to

- the formation of the Baltic region as a geopolitica

social, cultural and economic community, while
political, social and economic developments rule as
much in the Baltic region as in the separate Baltic
countries is the Baltic regionmmunityand the
spread of thinternal integration whol®f the Baltic
region;
the formation of the whole of the Baltic region as
separate Baltic countries, while ruled by political
social, and economic development is #ffFrmation
of every country's internal prioritieand the Baltic
region asaveragely integratedand only formally
expressing the spread as separate whole communities
Both these tendencies are based on a real Bajtanras
a geopolitical, social, cultural and economic comityu
formation.
In attempt to understand the system and organiedtio

discuss the array of the issues which affect tHécBagion
on the basis of its being a system, as well asherBaltic
countries unified development details.
The multidimensional conception of the Baltic regas
a wholerepresents some possibilities for the formatiora of
unified social, economic and technological spad¢e fain
idea of this conception ihe multidimensional evaluatiasf -
the development factors and processes in the Raltiotries.
The conception of the Baltic region as a wholelsted to
ethnic, social cultural political and economic depment
processvarieties, as well as the formation of avaluation
criteria for this region as a whole. The basic condition,
which must be followed in understanding the Bakigion as
a system, is that the Baltic region must be undedsas the
whole together with characteristic differences and sighs
internal conflict. Also, these signs in the Baltégion are
very clear; the analysis of these signs is a driicik to views of the Baltic region as real general develepm
understanding the Baltic region as a system. mechanisms and possibilities of further spread,riecessary
Understanding in the most general case that théicBal to more broadly discuss those actions, which déterrine
region is the people residing and their group whote spread of the Baltic country’s community as welloashe

-56 -



Baltic region as a whole, and especially thoseofacivhich
express the opposing regulations to the idea ofBiiéc
region community and unity.

Arguments determining the idea of the Baltic
region community and unity

The basic reasons of the idea of the Baltic regisra

region as being a similar part of Europe - internal
politics, economics, and social culture - without
paying heed to more clear and essential specific
characteristics, which would be necessary for
separate countries); the Baltic region could expres
itself as a unified political, economic, and mitita
defence object, from the point of view of the large
and more influential international political sulifec

geopolitical, social and economic communigre the 4. The sharedeconomic development of the Baltic

following ones:

1. The sharedjeographyof the Baltic countries, signifying
the similarities and unity of the Baltic countrigsthe
geographic respect.

2. The similarities of historic culture of the Baltic
countries, expressing that
- the historical development of the Baltic countries

has accumulated many similar factors and facts,
indicating analogous reasons as well as clear
connections in time;

- the societal development of the Baltic countries is
based on mental, traditional and living style
similarities;

- the same historic cultural environment was based
on very similar historical events, indicating a
common cultural history of the Baltic countries;
within the affects of the former there is espegiall
those which were related to this region's
development in the Russian Empire until 1918, as
well as those related to this region's developrent
the USSR from 1940 until 1990 (the Baltic region's
development within the USSR is related to a deep
and multifaceted political, social cultural and
economic sovietization of life, expressing unified
indicators and standards, and in great part
determining the similarities of the Baltic coungrie
at this point of time).

3. The sharegbolitical development of the Baltic countries,
expressing that the Baltic countries unified aadtioue

to unify in spite of real and imaginagexternaldangers; 5.

these dangers were and remain to be related tatjabte
political, economic and cultural environment ineasi
and aggressions in the view of the Baltic countfike
Baltic community has experienced many painful histb
lessons in relation to negative views towards any
aggression or invasion in respect to them: thisegpce
expresses itself as a unifying factor of the wHsdgtic
region, and has special political meaning); externa
danger is one of the basic Baltic countries palitiand
military defence co-operation stimuli:
- the Baltic countries at this time have similar
political goals relating to relations with the larg
and more influential world countries and

countries indicates that

- the Baltic countries show a very similar natural,
technological, legal, social, cultural, politicahd
other factors of their economic development: in
view of the world economic structure, within the
whole Baltic region exists a very similar economic
structure, and all the Baltic countries need,
essentially, the same level of economic development
(especially similarities in work load and qualias
well as in work culture), and it is characterigiic
all Baltic countries, essentially, the same ecolomi
reforms as well as economic development problems;

- any large modern economic or technological
program can be successfully realized taking only
the whole Baltic region: any one of the Baltic
countries is too small for the implementation of a
large project, and their markets are too small,
therefore, realistic economic or technological
advancement in various economic spheres must
take place irall Baltic countries simultaneously (at
this point, it is noted that attempt to localisggia
economic or technological projects in the separate
countries at the same time would also cause its
ineffectiveness: only the implementation of a
complete set project can be comprehended as a
modern economic criteria viewpoint toward an
effective result),

- the Baltic region is valued as a united interna-
tional economic situation.

The commorsocial background of the Baltic countries

indicates that

- the Baltic countries communities’ social structures
cultural levels and ethnicity show great similasti

- social problems are characteristic of the Baltic
countries, relating to the spreading social
differentiation and polarization in society, andal
problems relating to the fact that the Baltic
countries' social structure and cultural levels are
inadequate for a forming economic structure and
the extent of economic decreases (the Baltic
countries, in their social structural respect, raoe
ready for drastic economic and technological
changes).

international organizations; these political goal:6. The sharegroblematictendencies of the Baltic countries

include, first of all, guarantees in the areas c
security and stability, and they are the Baltidor'g,
motive for political unity;

- the larger and more influential of international
political subjects view towards the Baltic regien i
essentially understood as a unified internation:
political, economic and military defence object,(al
without exception, of the larger and more influahti
world countries and organizations see the Bali
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and their development in the view of European
integration and international co-operation indiczuat

the Baltic countries raise problems relating to the
tendencies of the new European integration and
international co-operation: these problems geaeral

to the whole Baltic region, including those in toeas

of economic and social development and requirew vi
which takes the Baltic region aswehole: there are
several aforementioned problems :



- the problem of political, economic and humanitarian
supportin the Baltic region is related to the fact that
there must be that real and effectiniial support
for European integration and international co-
operation conditions, upon which would create
opportunities for further spread into international
integration orientation processes;

- the internationasecurityproblems, since the Baltic
region is at this point considered, in the local
respect, but as well as in the real international
insecurity and unstable factors: the Baltic region,
at this point, expresses itself as a direct soafce
ecological, criminological, and other hazards and
risks to the Western countries (risk of
environmental pollution, various types of illegal
immigrants, transport of contraband, narcotics
business, various other organized crime activities,
prostitution, etc.). This is used as a pretext for
escalating political tensions between the larger
world countries and defence structures, and as a
potential regional ethnic and other conflict source
there are other problems in the Baltic region which
can present themselves as a threat to international
security, as well;

- the spread of thephere of influencef the larger
world countries and political and economic
organizations or other change problems directly
affecting the Baltic region as a whole (Baltic
integration into the European Union, NATO spread
towards the East and other similar problems, which
cannot be one way or another, solve without
considering the Baltic region as a whole).

The aforementioned, as well as some other reasons
reflect the most important arguments allowing thag
Baltic region be regarded as a clear geopolitisatial ,
cultural, and economic community. It is also notedt
opposing arguments cannot be ignored, indicating
arguments that oppose the possibilities of theiBadgion
being a community and a whole.

Pravoslav, and others development: this indicates
variations in Christian mentality within the Baltic
region;

within separate countries and regions, there have
been unequal affects of variousssifications,
polonizations, germanizations, scandinavizatiams

of other similar influences, which are the basis of
differences in ethnic cultural integration;

within separate Baltic countries and regions, there
have historically been different economic
structures, various business priorities, and there
has existed many different viewpoints through
various societal levels towards economic, social,
and political conditions: this shows a rather clear
difference within the Baltic region (these
differences, in part, support differences between
historic political, economic, and social life
traditions);

the separate Baltic countries and regions have
historically formed very differenethnic resident
structures: various regional residents, past or
present, expressed clear ethnic specificationghwhi
due to various aspects, indicate different lifesgyl
and traditions, appearing in the political, social,
and economic development of separate Baltic
countries and regions;

very different national community territorial
dispersion was and still is characteristic to safgar
Baltic countries and regions: the dispersion
throughout the Baltic region territories was and
remains unequal, as much in the quantitative
respect as in the social leveling respect; theiethn
resident structure, as well as the differences in
national community territorial dispersion support
rather clear historic cultural distinctions among
Baltic countries;

the separate Baltic countries and regions differ
rather drastically in their communitysocial
structures, and this supports long-term residential
formation of traditions.

Opposing arguments to the idea of the Baltic 3. Political differences in the Baltic countries indicate that

region being a community

The major arguments opposing the Baltic region
community and whole are:

1. The geographic variety of the Baltic countries,
indicating the formation of separate geographic
conditions affecting geopolitical, economic, as Ivee
strategic military situations; the geographic vigrief
the separate Baltic countries is not as clear as th
similarities, however, the existing differences can
objectively be used to oppose the community of the
Baltic region and the idea of unity;

2. The historic cultural differences indicate that the
separate Baltic countries have amassed variowesidiff
historic cultural traditions, existing in the paand
currently within the societies mentalities develepin
- various nationalities rule different Baltic couesj

specific political features are characteristic verg
country, proving that the difference in political
goals and regulations is not consistent with the
political orientation of the Baltic region
community as a whole;

the orientation of the larger and more influential
countries in the world toward the Baltic countries
may differ a little: these differences could beedu
to many reasons relating to the variety of their
interests in the Baltic countries: the existence of
those differences also indicates the differences in
politics between the Baltic countries in general,

the Baltic countries, as a part of their region aad
international political and economic subjects, are
in actually competitors:the political competition
between the Baltic countries shows that the region
does not display itself as being a unified system.

having separate cultures, languages, an(4. Theeconomigeculiarities of the Baltic countries indicate

traditions;
- within the Baltic countries, there is an incongiste
variety of Christianculture (Catholic, Protestant,
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that in economic respect they view one anahealear

competitorsthe attitude being created by the following
surroundings:



- the Baltic countries continue to express similar
economics and economic structures: it is necessary
for the separate national economies to have
similar branch structures, production force
development level, labour productivity and quality,
specialization, as well as created product
assortments. This similarity greatly limits the
domestic economic addition and co-operation
possibilities and at the same time creates
conditions for the appearance of stiff competition
as much within the Baltic region;

- the Baltic countries do not have the tradition of
economic co-operation: up to the soviet times
(until 1940) and under the USSR conditions, the
internal economic co-operation in the Baltic
region was very slight (during USSR times, every
Baltic republic had many economic ties with various
USSR regions, including those beyond the Baltic
region, however those economic ties were formed
and kept working exceptionally under the USSR
central planning and controlling mechanisms); the
lack of experience and traditions for creating and
keeping internal economic ties within the Baltic
region expresses itself as one of the preconditions
for the current economic competition among the
Baltic countries;

- very clear current competition among the Baltic
countries shows that each nation strives to
represent the economic requirements of the whole
region and to attract potential investments fosého
projects and programs, which essentially would
conceal the necessity to use the Baltic region as a
whole: in this respect, it is noted that the Baltic
countries compete amongst themselves as invest-
ment, as well as economic support attractors for
the Baltic region;

- the real working economic development stimulating
mechanisms in each of the Baltic countries, are
largely geared to the co-operation with Western
countries, and not to the co-operation within the
Baltic region: this greatly limits the partnerstaipd
co-operation of the Baltic countries, at the same
time, strengthening interregional competition;
under such conditions the interregional partnership
and co-operation are not developed, but they work
against the possibilities of the Baltic region as a
whole to successfully compete in world markets.

5. The scial peculiarities of the Baltic countries indicate

that each country displays a rather clekrsedness |,
because:
- the former social and cultural integration tieghwi

- the Baltic communities, until 1990, were practigall
completely separated from the Western social
cultural life (only separate individuals and a
handful of organizations and establishments had
social cultural contacts with the West, making a
wider integration into the Western social experenc
and cultural system virtually impossible). During
the past years, the social and cultural rules ef th
West have been spreading over the Baltic region ,
however, real integration into the Western system
is still slight: this condition very really influees
the Baltic communities' closedness, apparent even
at present;

- Western policy in the view of the Baltic and other
Central and Eastern European countries, was and
is oriented towards the fact that these countries'
cultural integration into Western systems would
occur to some extent and would be strictly
controlled by the West; the West's rules for social
and cultural integration into European and world
structures is more political, than practical in
nature, and in fact, are only realized in the €ént
and Eastern European countries' elite level of
society (and then only on a limited scale!): thigt s
of Western policy is due to the fact that in the
Baltic countries (as in other Central and Eastern
European countries) a rather marked community
closedness will be maintained;

- the community closedness in each of the Baltic
countries is due to the current perspective of each
country, since, first of all, the goal is to intetgr
not so much into an internal Baltic community (by
the by, the Baltic region as a unified and
inseparable social organism does not exist), as int
the Western community in general; the do or die
goal to integrate into a rather abstract and
superficially understandable Western community
(it is interesting that a Western unified and
inseparable community also does not exist) not only
slows the real Baltic integration in the social and
cultural respect, but also stops the Baltic
harmonized community development and unique
potential to spread.

6. Theproblematicpeculiarities in respect to European

integration and international co-operation, indictiat

in each Baltic country, there exists a priorityvefy

clear directly relating problems, and general Balti

region or Baltic community problems are not always
considered priority.

One of the characteristics of the Baltic region,

influencing the integration process problems andpexity

the Central and Eastern Europe and especiall of the region as a whole, is that none of the Baltiuntries
within the USSR, which were supported and has abilities and basis to be tleader of the integration
worked during the Soviet time-period, broke very process, and more so of the Baltic region:

suddenly; the break of these links negatively-
affected the ties between the separate Balti
communities; this situation greatly influenced the
closedness of each Baltic country's social cultura
community, especially since the former ties
between Central and Eastern Europe and the USS
were not compensated with adequate links witt
the West; -
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in the quantity respect, (territory, number of residents,
natural resources, amassed capital, national pteduc
military and economic power, scientific technical
potential, and other parameters evaluating quantity
all Baltic countries are more or less similar amd a
seen as weak countries, with small economic and
productive power;

in the quality respect, (quality bases representing the



community, quality of life, economic level, policy - that theBalltic traditions must gain a foothold in the

regulations, transformation and reform effectivenes region's social culture, expressing the region's

world image, and other quality indicators) all tRal social cultural unity and the shared mentalityhaf t

countries are also seen as very similar and nanhgav Baltic residents; the Baltic traditions could be th

any basis to lead. impulse to spread the integration strengthening

The lack of having a country leader in the Balégion priorities, and this should be a very positive affect
is due to the fact that the integration procesatesea lack of upon the region's political, social, and economic
internal nucleic attraction,which would be a basis for development;

mobilising and directionally orienting integratiqgrocess 2. Humanitarianand democraticprinciples of the region's

efforts. development, expressing:

The aforementioned, as well as other, reasonsctefle - that the development regulating and self-regulating
the most important arguments, allowing the assettiat the mechanisms must be unconditionally geared to the
Baltic region integration can really be implementddng general human-valuing priorities; the comprehension
limited average models, whose basis in geopoljtical the implementation of the latter being the basis to
social, cultural, and economic community formatianil activate regulating functions and to perform self-
express many developmental tendencies which wpbse regulating acts for all political, social and econo
the logic of the region's unity. The implementatafnthese development directions;
models, on the other hand, could be the basistimnadly - that it is necessary to base regulating and self-
balance the views toward the Baltic region as gesysunity, regulating mechanisms on actual, and not artistic
a whole made up of separate yet similar countries. or "demonstrative" democratic statutes: the

implementation of democratic statutes, must be

The formation and improvement principles of related to the unity of legality, duty,and

the regulating and self-regulating mechanisms
of the Balticregion asawhole

responsibilityincluding that actions must guarantee
harmonyand balanceof goals and interests, which
represent various groups within the society;

Every geopolitical, social cultural and economisteym - that regulating and self-regulating mechanisms
development's condition is the effective functigniof must be spread by such means that forced means
regulation and self-regulation mechanisms. Thisdittn to be eliminated from the practice: in this sense,
is also true in the case of the Baltic region: theans that it non-forcible democratic priority statutes can be
is necessary to comprehend the most important ppate mentioned,
regulating and self-regulating mechanisms formatiom - that the region development humanization and
improvemenprinciples. democratization must include all political, sogijal
The following principles are considered to be thesm cultural and economic development directions.
important formation and improvement mechanism: 3. The innovative changes and intellectualization
1. Thebio-, social- and cultural ecological changesnciple principles of the region's development express:
of the region's development, expresses: - that the regulation and self-regulation mechanisms
- that the Baltic region must be comprehended as a must be oriented towards all innovative
complete biosocial ecosystenintegrating various modernization and improvement of science and
biological and social subsystems which exist in the technological advances, as well as the newest
region; this comprehension could guarantee the technological basis;
Baltic region to be viewed as a geopolitical, dpcia - that the regulating and self-regulating mechanisms
cultural and economic community, and this could be must promote the intellectualization of the
a basis for the implementing of effective community, implementation of a high qualification
regulating and self-regulating mechanisms; level, and the formation of those types of soa a

- that the regional biosocial ecosystem development economic structures which would be geared to a
direction and effectiveness is due to a specific culture of high labour and life, work load and
unigue community culture,whose basis is the quality improvement and overall betterment of
implementation of theadaptation of people, living standards: it is necessary to implement
community, and surrounding biological and social regulation and self-regulation means allowing the
environment, expressing various changes in the creation of modern production and service areas, vi
environment and community: thanks to the high innovation, technology, and qualification
community culture, the regulating and self- indicators.

regulating means are regulations towards biological The listed principles express essential statuffesting
social environment, and community protection andthe formation of the region development regulatémg
preservation, as well as change; the communityself-regulating mechanisms and their further sprétads
culture could cause internehrmonyand biosocial ~ important to base and effectively target variougutating
balancein the region; and self-regulatingnethodsas well as to complete various
that the accumulatebiosocial culture,integrating  regulating and self-regulatiniginctionsduring the practical
unique biological and social cultures, must be creation , improvement and realization. From thdtiBa
protected and preserved, expressing the unityregion's aspect, the target meansstftegic planning,
continuity, irreplaceability, and internal harmaofy ~ projection, and programminfas special priority, attempting
the Baltic region's biosocial content, to solve actuaintegration process promoting and spreading
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assignments: it is these means which could be #sés lio
directionally regulate and control the developmehthe
geopolitical, social, cultural and economic systems

Theintegration strategiesfor the Baltic region

Among the development regulating and self-regujatin
problems within the Baltic region as a system, é¢hare
those which are exceptionally relatedsteategic planning,
programming, and complete projection mettadeting, and
also with the planning and implementing of the oagi

the formation and implementation of economic stiiet is
conditioned not only by the economic situationhia Baltic
region, but also largely by the political and sbsituations
and their more intensive and active integrationsitilgies
into European and world structures.

Evaluating the economic development prospectsean th
Baltic region, in is noted that the only alternatifwithout
exception) for all Baltic countries must leter-regional
economic integration and a regional integratiorpifuropean
and world economic structures and markétghis sense, the
integration processes are valued as the regiowsoetc

modernization plans, programs and projects, on &hos development basis.

basis strategic transformation ideas could be zedli(
Melnikas, 2002 ). By the by, among the latter, ¢hare
those which directly affect thaternal regional integration,
as much as the region's integration into Europeah a
world structures.

Formulating the essential region integration preess
and their strategic planning, programming and taje
affecting statutes, attention is directed towahdsfacts:

- that the Baltic region as a geopolitical, socidtural,

Many problems raised concerning the region's ecanom
integration are related to the political developtnehthe
region: these questions touch upon the formatigmodifical
prerequisites necessary for the spread of economic
integration. However, next to these types of quoasti
another very actual set is those which are relatethe
solution of the economic content and the evaluatibthe
nature of the economic atmosphere, especially thajse
priority conditions:

and economic system internal integration and this1. The Baltic region's economic integration shoile

system's integration into European
structures' development content, within, there niest
compromising decisions, balancing the region's
communityas much as each countrysiqueness and
complete autonomy origireccumulation;

- that integration process development affecting the

region must act imatural forms, limiting themselves
only tonon-forcibletarget methods and means;

and world

related to thespecializationsof the separate Baltic

countries, their co-operation and partnership ideas,

indicating that

- the region's and each country's economic spread
should be based dong-term economic strategies
and programs, accounting for the separate
specializations and economic co-operation and
partnership principle content and form; they should

- that strategic plans, programs, and complete pmojec
must accumulate whole means, with which, after
implementation, concrete modernization and advanced
transformation results could be reached in respect
political, economic, social cultural or other views

- that the internal regional integration could be
comprehended as assential and necessary stdge
the Baltic countries and region for further morenmsive
and active integration into European and world
structures;

- that that the internal regional integration coutl dn
effective enough means, designed to reduce negative
results, that at this time in the region's develepin
the primary expressing tendency is onecofdon
transit type developmenteflecting the ideas of the
region as being within the "East -West" cordon gian
zone system: this idea expresses the view of tjierre
as a cordon for the West, protecting the West ftioen
East, and vice versa, as well as a "bridge" (or
corridor) between East and West; the internal rejio
integration could speed up the autonomous Baltic
development and modernization, and real strengthene
independence.

The presented statutes could be evaluated by jmgpar
and implementing various thematic strategic plans,
programs and projects; in this case it is necessary
understand that strategic decisions which affestrédgion’s
political, economic, and social cultural developmene
especially important.

Every country's priority is economic development.
Especially the direction of the economic developién
content, and results, the ability to solve actuabfems, and
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orient themselves as much to their own economic
development priorities and to those of the whole
region, taking into account different specializatio
co-operation and partnership regulations;

- every country's economic priorities should représen
every country's economic branch and sphere in
which that country must, is, or can béeaderfor
the whole region and in which there is an amassed
potential for further development;

- each country's specializations could make the
whole region more powerful in respect to
economic structures which would be oriented
towards the large markets of many countries and
would be powerful in the high quality of product
and high level of production capacity, allowing
them to be competitive in international markets, in
turn, activating the economies of the Baltic region
Interregional economic internationalization would
allow the dismissal or lessening of the primitive
internal competition in smaller markets;

- there should be the creation and implementation of
(according to economic branch and sphere)
development promoting mechanisms, oriented
toward internal co-operation and partnership
through the whole region. There should also be
created mechanisms for a system which would
harmonizethe region, oriented toward the equal
stimulus of the region.

2. The economic integration of the Baltic regioonwdd first

of all be oriented toward the necessary economit an
social problem solution, among which are noted the

following:



a complete production sphereand production
potential modernization of ‘'high’ and new
technological implementation basis for the whole
economic system, orienting production branches
toward world market competition levels and large
export potential product production displaying high
specialization and co-operation within the region
and high quality: this could guarantee good
competition chances for Baltic-produced goods;
this type of modernization must be implemented in
those branches where they could actually be rated
as priority on the Baltic scale (certain promotiona
mechanisms should be directed toward those
branches - tax deductions, state subsidiarie$; etc.

a completeenergy system modernizatioorjented
toward the fact that the region had a stabile gnerg
maintenance and that energy sources will used more
prudently and effectively;

a complete modernization of the environmental
protection systenso that the less negative affects on
the environment could be done in the Baltic region
(in the pollution sense) and that less risk of @ang
could come about;

a completgob network modernization and spread,
so that unemployment could be gradually lessened
and that there be more jobs requiriddggh
qualifications and intellectualresources which
would reflect prestige and social safety standards;
modernization of university and other higher
education  studies and professional qualification
nurturing systems, so that there would beserve of
humanity in the region, reflecting high
qualifications, and that the potential of specialis
be exploited, being able to formulate, implement
and propagatmnovations, modern technologies, and
modern products for all economic activity
directions

3. The Baltic region's economic integration shdaddelated

living standards and to guarantee further spread
reproduction;

a tax policy should be implemented so that those
social and economic development regulations
could coincide with the set of social and economic
development priorities: tax mechanisms should be
used to promote development in those areas related
to the implementation of social and other
priorities;

foreign economic tiepolicy should be formed and
implemented in view of those relevant priorities,
among which there are: priorities relating to the
region's and countries economic ties; foreign
investment ties and those relating to economic ties
with  various foreign countries and their
organizations not in the Baltic region;

unified free economic zones, science and technology
parks , regional clusters spreadipglicy should be
formulated and implemented, integrating the
current possibilities to spread free economic zones
and various specialized science and technology |,
innovation and other similar parks and clusters :
this policy would enable not only the integration
of the region's scientific - technological and
production potential, but also would greatly incea
the attraction for foreign investments and activlage
region with modern economic activities;

an economic activation required by the spread of the
infrastructureshould be formulated and implemented,
oriented toward a trustworthy and stabile working
bank, insurance, consulting and other institution
network spread; such network should function
accordingly with European and world working
regulations;

in each and every Baltic country, there could and
should be the implementation of those means
representing the country, related to economic
policy whose whole would be oriented toward the

to the real economic policy formation and

implementation, foreseeing that; The mentioned, as well as other conditions refieet

- the region's economic integration should benbei¢ region's economic integration's very broad, compésd

toward social, economic and technological develogme opposing panorama of economic development problem.

priorities: among which there arbranch priorities These problems solutions are feasible only if ratirs to

(energy, transportation, etcspcial orientation priorities,  a real and broad scale integration activity arent.

state and community security and welfgpgorities

(crime prevention, and othersipiversal goabriorities,

relating to all spheres of economic and social ldpweent;

these priorities must be formulated considering the  Formation of the unified social, economic and

strategic nature regulations, relating to the region'stechnological space in the Baltic region could leéred

development; as an important precondition for further modern@aand

- currencypolicy should be implemented, promoting more intensive and active integration of the nation
production good export and intensifying societal and economic systems in the Baltic coestinto
production, at the same time guaranteeing separatée common European and global development progesse
countries' national currency stability, in respiect Formation of this unified space in the Baltic reagio
hard currency the world over; could be comprehend as a successful case of thenatg

- aninvestmenpolicy should be implemented in the integration oriented transformations in the Europea
Baltic region , so that the hearth of future ecopom Union: regional integration oriented transformasiaould
would be modern industry based on spreading higtbe defined as an important aspect of the sociah@uic
technologies creation and implementation; in theand technological modernization in the Europearobiin
industry spread prospect, there should be a basigeneral, and as an important factor of the knovdeolsed
regional source of income, creating preconditiams f society and knowledge economy creation.
the intense solution of social problems, the nise i Regional integration oriented transformations amal t

spread of the region's economic integration.

Conclusions
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unified spaces in the Baltic region formation pEsES
could be defined asn importantand a complicated
scientific research area.

The main research priorities in the area of foromati
of the unified social, economic and technologiqece in
the Baltic region are the following ones:

- the preparation of the conception of the Baltic

mechanisms could be spread even in the inter-rabgion
integration processes of the Baltic countries.

The systematic studies of the Baltic region as a
geopolitical, economic, technological, social andtutal
whole are very prospective and actual in varioyseéts if
directed to practical and scientific activity.
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Borisas Melnikas

Integraciniai procesai Baltijos regione: nauja regioniniy transformacijy
Europos Sajungoje forma

Santrauka

Europos $jungos ekonomiése erdése Siuo metu intensyviai
vyksta jvairiy regionini struktiry formavimosi taip patjau susiklos-
ciusiy regioniniy strukiiry tolesws raidos ir pktros procesai. Sie
procesai i$ esés atspindibendy; vidines integracijos tendenaij kuri
reiSkiasi jvairiuose Europos gingos regionuose, ypauose, kuriems
priklauso nedidek Salys, arba tuose, kurie susiformuoja kedaliy
teritorijy sandiroje.

Sios tendencijos esnyra ta, jog toki region; viduje vykstavidines
tarptautirés integracijos procesaiiSreiSkiantys intensyy skirtingiems
ekonomikos ir socialinio gyvenimo sektoriams atatgartiy tiek
ivairios nacionalits kilmes, tiek irjvairiy tarptautini imoniy, ju grupiy,
kity organizacip bendradarbiavimy tokiy jmoniy ir organizacij
jungimasi i jvairius tinklus bei susiliejimy taip pat kitais Bdais
pasireiSkiantvidin; regioniry ekonomikos ir socialinio gyvenimo interna-
cionalizaving.

Galima teigti, kad, vykstantvidines tarptautires integracijos
procesamgivairiuose Europos dfingos regionuose gali formuotiguiji
regioniniai branduoliai bei naujos j internacionalizavim orientuotos
regionires strukiiros, pasizymirgios stipraus poveikio vieningai visos
Europos gjungos ekonomikai galimyis ir perspektyvomis.

Europos $jungai kaip visumai bei atskiriems EuropogjuBgos
regionams ftdinga bendravidinés regionires integracijos, nauj
regioniniy struktiry bei regionini; branduoly, formavimostendencija

gali bati suvokiama ir kaip naujas transformacij Europos
Sgjungoje pozymis:regionires integracijos procesais yra iSreiSkiama
Europos 8jungos ekonominj, kartu ir kiy strukoirgy pertvarka,
nulemiantiesminius kokybinius pokiys Europos gjungos erdse.

Tai leidZia teigti, jogregionirés integracijosprocesai ne tik yra
transformacinio poldZio, bet ir parodo, kad Siuolaikiniame Europos
Sgjungos raidos ir plros etape vykstaspecifies transformacijos,
iSreiSkiagios naujos region kompozicijos formavimsi bei naujos
regiony raidos sampratoatsiradim.

Minétosios aplinkybs rodo, kad dabartinis Europosj$gos raidos
laikmetis gali lati vertinamas kaimaujo tipo transformacij laikotarpis.

Ypa¢ pazynttina, jog naujos region kompozicijosformavimasis
bei naujos region raidos sampratosatsiradimas parodo ir Europos
Sajungoje iSrySkjanti polinki i inovacijy potencialotolesri plétojima ir
modernizavim: jvairiuose Europos dfungos regionuose vykstantys
vidinés integracijos procesai gali daryti teigi@mtaka inovacijy
inicijavimui, karimui, sklaidai beijgyvendinimu. Tai reiSkia, kad tokie
procesai yra vertintini kaip svarbus inovacgotencialovisoje Europos
Sajungos erdy¥je pktojimo, modernizavimo bei stiprinimo veiksnys.

Regioniniy struktiry formavimosi, taip pat jau susikigasiy
regioniniy struktiry tolimesres raidos ir pitros procesai pasizymi
didzZiule jvairove Tarpe toky proces, kaip itin reikSming, gali hiti
iSryskinti jvairas politines, socialigs, ekonomigs bei kitaipjvardytinos
integracijos procesai.

Ypa pazynttina, jog nagrigjant ir vertinant regionimj struktiry
formavimosi bei regionini strukiiry tolesres raidos ir pitros procesus,
yra labai svarbu i8rySkinti tiekntegracijai palankius veiksniudiek ir
integracijai nepalankius veiksniusokia veiksni diferenciacija leidzia
kryptingai rengti irigyvendintijvairialypes vidinei regioninei integracijai
skirtas politines, ekonominedaip pat ir vadybos, valdymo ir admin-
istravimopriemones.

Transformacijos, iSreiSki&ios vidine integracig, Siuo metuivairiu
pavidalu vyksta daugelyje Europosj$gos region. Tokios transfor-
macijosjvairiomis formomis reiSkiasi ir Baltijos regionepa — Baltijos
Saly ekonomikos sektoriuje: pastaruoju metu iSéj@kvis labiau
intensyvjantis bendradarbiavimas tarjvairiy Lietuvos, Latvijos ir
Estijos imoniy, taip pat vis labiau yra aktyvinanigairiy ekonomikos
subjekty, traktuojasiy Baltijos regiono rinkas kaip vientisas, vieningas
nedalomas, veikla. Akivaizdu, jog tokios transfooij@s atspindi ir
naujas galimybes bei perspektyvas aktyvinbvacijas ir visokeriopai
skatinti socialik ekonomir raica bei mokslo ir technologij pazang
tiek atskiruose regionuose, tiek ir visoje Eurofejsingoje.

Straipsnyje kompleksiSkai nagéamos regionias integracijos
Baltijos regione ypatyds, parodoma vieningos socialn ekonomins,
kultarines, technologij paZangos erd¢ formavimo perspektyva.
Atskleidziami jvairis vidire integracij Baltijos regione aygojantys
veiksniai.

Baltijos regiono pavyzdZiu galima paZgitiek vidinés regionires
integracijos skirtinguose regionuose svarliek ir tarpregionini rySiy
plétojimo  reikSmingum dél inovaciy aktyvinimo bei inovaaj
potencialo tolesnio stiprinimo Europogj&ngoje

Tolesni tyrimai, aptariant regionis integracijos tematik yra labai
perspektyvi naujtransformacij Europos gjungoje tyrimo sritis.
RaktaZodziai: integracija, transformacijos, vieninga sociatin
ekonomii,technologij; raidos erdy, Baltijos regionas.
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